
Didyouknow…?
•Copperisapollutantthatthreatensaquatic

lifeinourcreeksandtheBay.Itisusedas
analgaecideinpools,spasandfountains,
andcopperpipesarecommonlyusedin
poolplumbing.

•Drainingpools,spasandfountainstostorm
drainscanpollutecreekswithcopper,chlo-
rine,sedimentsandothercontaminants.

•Stormdrainsflowdirectlyintoourcreeks
andtheBaywithouttreatment.

Maintaining
•Cleanregularly,maintainproper

chlorinelevelsandmaintainwater
filtrationandcirculation.

•ManagepHandwaterhardnessto
minimizecopperpipecorrosionthat
canstainyourpoolandendupinour
creeksandtheBay.

•Minimizealgaebuilduptopreventthe
needfortoxicalgaecides.

•Askyourpoolmaintenanceservicefor
helpresolvingpersistentalgaeproblems
withoutusingcopperalgaecides.

Cleaning
•Nevercleanafilterinthestreet,gutter

orstormdrain.

•Rinsecartridgefiltersontoadirtarea
andspadefilterresidueintothesoil.

•Keepbackwashdischargesoutofthe
streetandstormdrain.Backwashsand
anddiatomaceousearthfiltersontoa
dirtarea.Disposeofspentfiltermateri-
alsinthetrash.

•Ifyoudon’thaveasuitabledirtarea,
contactyourwastewatertreatment
authoritylistedinthisbrochurefor
instructionsondischargingtothe
sanitarysewer.

Stormdrainsflowdirectly
intoourcreeksand

theBay.

Aproperlymaintainedpool,
spaandfountainwillreduce

theneedfordraining.
D R A I N I N G
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Lookforan“S”stampedintothe
curborsidewalknearyour
house.Itmarkswherethesewer
lineis.Yourclean-outmaybe
alongit.

Lookforaslightlinear
depressioninyouryardbetween
yourhouseandthestreet.Thisis
oftenanindicatorofthelocation
ofasewerline,andyourclean-
outmaybeonit.

Ifyourkitchenor
bathroomisonanexterior
wall,lookoutsidealong
thatwallfortheclean-out.

Standonthesidewalklooking
towardyourhouse.Lineup
themainwatersourcesin
yourhouse:bathrooms,
kitchens,washers,etc.The
clean-outisoftenlocatedon
thatline,infrontoforbehind
yourhouse.

Tipsforfindingyourclean-out
Notallcitiesusethesamemethodtomarktheirsewersystems.Ifyouhavetroublelocatingyour
clean-out,contactyourlocalwastewatertreatmentauthority.See“Contacts”listatright.

Contacts
Forinformationaboutdrainingpoolsor
spas:

Pleasecutoutthisreminderandaf-
fixittoyourpumpequipmentasa
remindertokeepyourpool,spaand
fountainwateroutofourcreeksand
theBay.

Draining
•Don’tdrainintoastreet,gutterorstorm

drain.

•Dischargewatertoasanitarysewer
cleanout.

•Ifyouareonasepticsystemorhaveno
sanitarysewerclean-out,contactyour
wastewatertreatmentauthoritylistedin
thisbrochureforguidance.

Lookonyourproperty
forasmallcircular
caponapipe,with
araisedsquareonit,
stickingoutofyour
houseoroutofthe
ground.Thesecaps
oftencoverclean-outs.

OR…

Lookonyourprop-
ertyforaconcreteor
metalcovermarked
“SEWER,”“C.O.”or
“S.”Clean-outsare
oftenlocatedunder
them.

Ineithercase,remove
thecapandplace
thehoseinthepipe
todrain.Toprevent
backflow,don’tlet
theendofthehose
touchthebottomof
thesewerpipewhile
draining.

Whatdoesasanitarysewer
clean-outlooklike?

Thereareanumber
ofplacestolookforyoursanitary
sewerclean-out.Startbycheckingtoseeif
there’san“S”stampedintotheconcreteofyourcurb
orsidewalk.Thismarksthelocationofthesewerline,and
yourclean-outmaybealignedwiththismarking.

Checkonoutsidewallsofthekitchenorbaths,orsomewhereonyour
propertythatisalignedwiththedrainsofyourkitchenorbaths.

Finally,checktoseeifthereisaslightdepressioninthegroundlead-
ingouttothestreet.Itmaymarkthelocationofthesewerline,and
theclean-outmaybealongthatline.
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•EastPaloAlto

•LosAltos

•LosAltosHills

•MountainView

•PaloAlto

•Stanford

CalltheRegionalWaterQualityControlPlant
at(650)329-2598.

•Campbell

•Cupertino

•LosGatos

•Milpitas

•MonteSereno

•SanJose

•Saratoga

•SantaClara

CallSanJoséEnvironmentalServicesat
(408)945-3000.

•Sunnyvale

CalltheSunnyvaleWaterPollutionControl
Plantat(408)730-7270.

Keepyourpool,spaandfountainwater
outofstormdrains.Dischargewatertoa

sanitarysewerclean-out.

Formoreinformation:

Call1-866-WATERSHED
orgoto

www.myWatershedWatch.org

#

Sanitarysewer
clean-outsare
mostoftenfound
alongthesewer
line,whichis
usuallyaligned
withthesewer
linesforthe
house.


